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On Sept. 25, two major Brazilian dailies, the Jornal do Brasil (Rio de Janeiro) and the Folha de
Sao Paulo revealed the content of secret documents prepared during a November 1987 meeting
of military representatives from 15 American nations. The meeting took place in Mar del Plata,
Argentina. Participating in the meeting were military officers from Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile,
Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, United
States, and Venezuela. According to the dailies, the major decision reached at the conference was to
organize national and international operations to counter the "international communist movement."
The Jornal reported that the documents comprised of minutes and the text of several agreements
were released to the press by leftist parties and human rights advocacy groups in Uruguay and
Argentina. The agreements focused on implementation of inter-American policies against terrorism
which tends to be directed or influenced by international communism. Next, the documents affirm
that the international movement must be combatted not only by American nations' military forces,
but also via effective tactics in political, economic and social welfare policy spheres. According to
the Folha, the various international agreements do not identify persons or organizations directed
by the international communist movement, but the minutes of the meeting indicate that various
participants in the meeting claimed that the Soviet Union, Cuba and Nicaragua were responsible
for the intelligence resources and other types of assistance in various conflicts throughout the
Americas. The Folha reported that intelligence agents connected with the armies asserted that the
local communist parties were the principal spearhead of subversion throughout the continent. Next,
the Folha wrote that one of the agreements on mass media stated that respective governments must
undertake the production of information programs with the objective of neutralizing subversive
propaganda. Another agreement refers to international cooperation among American armies
in the struggle against subversion linked with drug trafficking, said the Folha. According to the
minutes, a delegate from Chile, who was not identified, told the participants that all humanity's ills
and those of Latin America in particular, drug trafficking, subversion, homosexuality, and sexual
promiscuity could be traced to a communist strategy of world domination. The Folha included a
remark contained in the minutes by a member of the Brazilian delegation. This delegate asserted
that a large proportion of Brazil's 559-member Constituent Assembly were militants or sympathizers
of subversive or communist organizations, who follow the broad outlines of international marxistleninist ideology. (Basic data from AFP, 09/25/88)
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